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They are not alone. Whether due to the cold or light or 
other triggers, and even before our Red Tails do — the 
owls are roused and ready. By October our Great Horned 
Owls are recovering their breeding partners and nailing 
down nest sites. I haven’t seen much activity compared 
to last year in the Tract, but there is most certainly a 

healthy, active Owl heard before dawn in the area north of  
National, south of  the Expo line. By February, these birds 
will have a full nest, and the males will hunt for healthy 
rats for their sitting female. As we move forward, let your 
neighbors know if  you spot or hear Owls in the Tract so 

The Waking Sun
As we celebrate a New Year and get back to work, it’s 

good to mark the passage that has just occurred. That 
would be the Solstice, the time of  Winter’s reign, and a 
period that has far reaching consequences for the natural 
world. For during this time, the light comes to a full stop 
— and it all begins again. 

Solstice; from the Latin, Sol Sistere, the time when the sun 
stands still. In China, it’s called ‘Winter’s extreme’ and for 
the wildlife of  the modern urban areas, to our birds, this 
is a time of  hardship until the sun fully awakens. Despite 
cold nights, chilling rain and the wind now, food must be 
found, mates secured — and preparations made for their 
New Year. 

For every day past the Solstice of  December 21, the days 
lengthen, and with that light, a marvelous chain of  events 
is set into motion. For our Selby Red Tailed Hawks, the 
male is becoming increasingly attentive. Our female will 
be driven to hunt more, to lay down fat and weight, so that 
the eggs she lays will be viable, with sturdy and resilient 
shells. And many residents have noticed that both birds 
are active again at the nest — bringing in fresh Eucalyptus 
and twigs — and the nest is larger and higher. We’ve seen 
evidence of  paired soaring, as the two birds strengthen 
their bond, and announce to interlopers watching from the 
distance that this pair is holding the territory – that their 
bond is intact – and they are preparing to breed once more. 

All Westside Village Residents are welcome. 

6:30 Registration, Dessert and Coffee

7:00 WVHA Business Meeting, including:  
Reports by President and Treasurer and Election of  
Officers and Directors 

Guest Speakers: Westside Village Neighborhood Watch 
Leaders Guita Farin and David Graue, Senior Lead Officer 
Juan Ceja, Councilmember Paul Koretz and Deputies 

Theme: Crime and Safety
8:30 Closing remarks

You are invited to the Westside Village Homeowners 
Association 2019 Annual Meeting 

Thursday, February 21, 2019
St. John’s Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall Southwest corner of National and Military

Red Tailed Hawk during sunrise at the Richland/Expo line. 
Photo: Clair De Beauvoir
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we can follow them as we did last year. 

Last year’s Cooper’s Hawks and their surviving juveniles 
are still in the Tract, hunting north of  National. The 
raptors are not alone  — high above Overland, pairs of  
ravens are soaring in the air, courting. We have more than 
four mated pairs moving through and above the Hawk’s 
territory. 

Life moves with the sun. Yesterday, I heard the crow’s 
chorus as they mobbed an aerial predator. Then all went 
to a fearful silence, for on the telephone pole at the corner 
was a super predator, an adult male Peregrine Falcon, 
ravenously finishing a kill. This is rare to see, here in the 
heart of  the Westside but we should be prepared to see 
more. 

For the fires north and around the City have driven 
migrants of  all kinds into the region, for food and shelter. 
The loss of  habitat was huge; it remains to be seen if  these 
warblers and other unusual birds will remain here to breed 
— areas like ours have food, water and shelter, and with 
a mind to conservation, all greenways should be carefully 
considered before heavy pruning is done. Fire and climate 
warming have shifted the timing of  migration of  many 
of  our local birds, including the raptors. The delay or 
acceleration of  ‘green up’, when food and cover can be 
used for breeding, has made the timing of  all breeding 
seasons difficult to meet. The more cover we can provide, 
the greater the chance these populations will have safe 
areas in which to increase. 

For the Tract, we see changes every day, as rain brings 
the promise of  a greener Spring. Most exciting is the 
confirmed sighting of  a new adult Red Tailed Hawk, 
possibly two, working the area north of  National, near 
the School. This is wonderful; the birds are new to this 
area. The fact that they are not being actively chased by 
the Selby birds and are ‘people friendly’ suggests they are 
family, bred in the Tract in the Selby line, in some prior 
years. 

They are here because tall trees, shelter, food, and a place 
to breed are all here. Once again, this is strong support of  
the adage – if  we leave it, they will come back. 

May they have a bright and prosperous Spring. Let us do 
our part of  the job, and give them another chance to take 
their place in this Season of  the Awakened Sun. 

V.J. Waks 
vjwaks@gmail.com, Vjwaks.com, IMDb 
Raptor Researcher/Habitat Preservationist, Writer/Producer

President’s Report
Valerie Fontaine

It is that time of  the year again — the Westside Village 
Homeowners Association Annual meeting and election 

is coming up on Thursday, February 21, 2019 at St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church. Our business meeting will begin 

at 7:00p.m. with registration, dessert, and coffee starting 
at 6:30p.m. The evening always is a great opportunity 
to see your neighbors and meet with our LAPD Senior 
Lead Officer, Juan Ceja, as well as leaders of  the Westside 
Village Neighborhood Watch, and City Councilmember 
Paul Koretz and his deputies who serve Westside Village. 
Our theme this year is “Crime and Safety”. 

Since it is impossible at one meeting to take questions 
from everyone present, I encourage you to submit any 
questions or concerns you may have to our email address: 
board@westsidevillage.org beforehand. Or, if  you wish, 
you may fill out a question form at the meeting. We will 
do our best to consolidate them and present them to 
the appropriate speaker so that everyone’s concerns are 
addressed. 

Once again, we thank Rev. Craig and the community at St. 
John’s for their ongoing generosity and welcome to us at 
the Church. We are very fortunate to be able to hold our 
events at such a beautiful place located at the heart of  our 
community. 

Upcoming elections —  
throw your hat into the ring!
As mentioned above, WVHA Board elections will take 
place at our annual meeting on Thursday, February 21, 
2019. We need new community members to fill vacancies 
on our Board which have arisen over this past year due 
to retirement and relocation of  valued and dedicated 
members. After many years of  tireless and invaluable 
service to our community, both Bill Pyne and Roberta 
Schiller have stepped into the role of  Board Member 
Emeritus. We also lost a valuable and energetic member, 
Phil Accas, who moved out of  state. All three will be 
greatly missed. 

Here’s a brief  list of  what we do: 

1) Develop information resources such as our website 
at www.westsidevillage.org and this newsletter to 
disseminate news about what’s going on in or near 
Westside Village; 

2) Collaborate with local government, city services, 
developers, etc., advocating for the interests of  our 
membership to ensure that the property height and 
density are in line with the neighborhood, safety 
concerns are met, and developments are attractive and 
neighborhood-appropriate; 

3) Work with local government and city services on traffic 
and transportation issues; 

4) Support Neighborhood Watch and liaise with LAPD to 
reduce crime and homelessness and increase safety; 

5) Plan and fund the Annual Meeting, Annual Preparedness 
Fair, and other informational programs; and

6) Plan, fund, and execute various neighborhood 
improvement projects.

We all juggle many commitments, from family to work, 
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to social lives, but we believe the WVHA is worthy of  
our time. We welcome new ideas and new energy so that 
we can continue the important work of  improving our 
neighborhood. The Board meets monthly on a weeknight 
for two hours and we host two major events each year. 
If  you are interested in volunteering to be a board 
member, it’s a great way to get involved and make our 
neighborhood a better place to live. 

Please email us at board@westsidevillage.org for more 
information or to volunteer. Please throw your hat into 
the ring—we look forward to working with you!

I hope to see you on February 21st and I wish everyone a 
Happy and Healthy New Year.

Westside Village  
Preparedness Update
Valerie Fontaine

CERT training begins in March!

This is what you’ve been waiting for! Free LAFD-
taught CERT classes will be held at the IMAN Center 

(3376 Motor Ave between Rose Ave. and Palms Blvd.) 
in the North Hall starting on Thursday, March 7th and 
each Thursday through April 18th. It is 17-1 / 2 hours of  

training spread over 7 weeks. The classes start at 6:30 pm 
and conclude by 9:00 pm. If  you miss a session, you can 
make it up, but you must complete all seven to earn your 
certification. CERT training is available to anyone 18 or 
over. Our Instructor will be Firefighter McKnight. 

This valuable course is designed to help you protect 
yourself, your family, your neighbors, and your 
neighborhood in an emergency situation and covers: 

• managing utilities and putting out small fires,

• treating the three medical killers by opening airways, 
controlling bleeding, and treating for shock,

• providing basic medical aid,

• searching for and rescuing victims safely,

• organizing CERT-trained and other spontaneous volunteers 
to be effective,

• and collecting disaster intelligence to support first responder 
efforts.

For more information about the CERT training, visit 
www.cert-la.com or email westsidevillagentp@gmail.com. 
Space is limited, so sign up here: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/lafd-cert-los-angeles-tickets-53056503430. 

Fifth Annual Preparedness Fair
Westside Village held its 5th Annual WVHA Preparedness 

I have been a resident of 
the Westside community 
since 1988, serving real 
estate needs as a broker 
for the past sixteen years. 
In addition to working 
full-time in real estate, I 

devote my time to family including my 
beloved autistic niece, spending time with 
friends, long-distance running (marathons 
and ultra marathons) and working with 
several non-profit organizations, focusing 
on our homeless population and youth 
organizations.

VIDA ASH 
C 310 710 8426 
vida@vidaash.com
vidaash.com
License # 01148079

  

VIDA ASH 

Are you 
thinking 
of selling?
I Know Westside Village

Selling your home may be one of the most 
important decisions you make in your lifetime.

Allow me to give you a Market Analysis of 
your home, because your home may be worth 
more than you think.
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Fair on Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018 at St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church. This year’s event brought in an A-List of  speakers 
from first responder and local government organizations 
including Greg Martayan, Director of  Public Safety & 
Special Assignments from Councilmember Paul Koretz’s 
office; LA Fire Department Deputy Chief  Armando 
Hogan; and LA Police Captain James Setzer, Pacific 
Division. Although Emergency Management Department 
General Manager Aram Sahakian also was slated to 
participate, he was called out at the last minute to manage 
an emergency — the typhus breakout downtown. WHVA 
Board president and CERT volunteer Valerie Fontaine 
filled in on the lively panel which covered “Resiliency: 
Preparing for Recovery”. The room was packed with 
residents from Westside Village and the surrounding 
community, and the Q&A following the panel was robust. 

Palms Middle School students and their parents displayed 
colorful posters depicting various preparedness subjects 
and canvassed our audience about their level of  home 
preparedness. In our vendor/outreach area were resource 
tables staffed by the LA Emergency Management 
Department, the Auxiliary Communications Service, 
and LAFD CERT (Community Emergency Response 
Team) to provide additional information and hands-on 
demonstrations. For the fifth year in a row, the Surplus 
Store (located at Venice Blvd. and Motor Ave.), brought a 
variety of  emergency preparedness supplies for attendees 

to purchase to augment their kits for home, office, and car. 
The CERT Mobile Communications Vehicle, parked in the 
lot behind the church, was a big hit, with its owner, Dennis 
Goo’de proudly demonstrating his state-of-the-art radio 
equipment. 

WVHA Radio Net
Following the hand-held radio training exercise last 
fall, WVHA organized a Westside Village Radio Net 
for us to practice our skills so we are ready and able to 
communicate in a disaster situation. Philip Jamtaas is the 
WVHA Radio Net leader. On the third Tuesday of  each 
month at 7:45pm Westside Village residents who have FRS 
or GMRS hand-held radios (walkie-talkie type radios) turn 
them on and tune into Channel 6 to see who they can hear 
and who can hear them. We listen for a brief  welcome 
from Net Control (Philip), and then, one at a time, try 
to make contact back to Net Control when he asks for 
check-ins. We have a handful of  regular participants and 
welcome everyone. As we get more neighbors involved, 
and with practice, we will be able to communicate around 
Westside Village, even when power and cell towers are 
down.

CERT South Bureau, which includes Westside Village, also 
runs a radio check-in on the first Tuesday of  each month. 
That check-in includes all types of  radio communications 
from the small hand-held FRS radios most of  us use, to 

Thinking of Selling?
For a FREE market evaluation

of your property, please contact:

Adam Glick
310-488-4410

AdamRGlick@gmail.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
1531 Montana Avenue

Santa Monica, CA 90403
CALBRE#01982917
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the more powerful GMRS and ham radios, as well as text 
check-in if  all else fails. Westside Village residents are 
welcome to participate in that exercise, as well. For those 
interested, the channel information for the CERT check-in 
is as follows:

• 6:30 pm: Text SMS Check-In: 213-595-1146

• 7:00 pm: HAM Check-In: Hughes Repeater W6HA (445.620 
– 127.3),  if  repeater is unavailable CERT South Bureau 
Simplex 146.550,  and the LAFD ACS (144.505 + 162.2)

• 7:30 pm: GMRS Check-In: Channel 15 (462.550)

• 7:50 pm: FRS Check-In: Channel 7 (462.7125)

Backup is FRS Channel 6 (462.6875), however try to work 
with Channel 7 if  possible as that will allow you to pick 
up transmissions from nearby CERTs and important 
announcements.

Quake Alert System—Download now!
The City of  Los Angeles, in partnership with the U.S. 
Geological Survey, released ShakeAlertLA, a mobile app 
that sends alerts to users within Los Angeles County when 
an earthquake of  greater than magnitude 5.0 or level 
IV intensity is detected. There are about 400 sensors in 
Southern California and more in Oregon and Washington. 
The length of  the warning time depends upon your 
proximity to the epicenter. It may only be a matter of  
a few seconds, but that could allow utilities to turn off  
high-pressure fuel lines; doctors to halt surgeries; transit 
agencies to slow trains; and you to drop, cover, and hold 
on! Tips for preparation and recovery from an earthquake 
also are available on the app.

Los Angeles is the first city in the country to offer an 
earthquake early warning app. It is available in English and 
Spanish for Apple and Android devices: 

• Download on the Google Play Store

• Download on the Apple App Store

There still are some bugs to work out, such as the alarm 
won’t sound if  your phone is set to silent and sometimes 
there are false alarms or missed warnings. But, on balance, 
wouldn’t you rather know if  a temblor is on its way?

MVCC Emergency Preparedness 
Subcommittee 
The Mar Vista Neighborhood Council’s Public Safety 
Committee created a new Emergency Preparedness 
Subcommittee to prepare a comprehensive emergency 
plan for all of  Mar Vista as part of  the Mayor’s Resiliency 
Plan. Westside Village is Zone One of  the Mar Vista 
Neighborhood Council. The subcommittee’s initial step 
was to gather community members who are active in 
disaster preparedness already and to get us “talking to 
each other, learning from each other, and coordinating our 
activities with each other”. 

The good news is that, although there is much more 

that we can do to prepare on a neighborhood basis, 
Westside Village has a head start on the Subcommittee’s 
goals for 2019. Longtime Westside Village resident, and 
head of  our local emergency radio net, Philip Jamtaas, 
attended the subcommittee meeting as our representative. 
He and WVHA president, Valerie Fontaine, will work 
with them on upcoming programs. Watch our website, 
www.westsidevillage.org for updates. If  you wish to get 
involved, email board@westsidevillage.org. 

Westside Village Developments
Stacy Shure 
Mar Vista Community Council, PLUM Co-Chair,  
Community Plan Co-Chair

Westside Pavilion

By now, many if  not all of  you have heard the news 
that the Westside Pavilion shopping center is going 

to be remodeled into three stories of  office space and an 
open-air atrium. The exterior, according to the submitted 
plans and drawings, show a glass exterior, green space and 
improved parking. The entirety of  the mall remodel will 
not be completed until 2022, with first occupancy expected 
around 2020. Google has leased the entire three floors of  
remodeled office space in a 14-year lease. It is expected that 
there may be some construction delays affecting both Pico 
and Westwood Blvds. when construction begins sometime 
later this spring.

Palms and Sepulveda
In other developments, plans were submitted to the Los 
Angeles Building Department for the construction of  
a 7-story apartment building with over 400 apartments 
and mixed-use ground floor space for the northwest 
corner of  Palms and Sepulveda Blvds. As of  this 
printing, the developer has not met with either the Mar 
Vista Community Council (PLUM committee) or our 
neighborhood association to discuss the development. The 
permits filed ask for several variances including increased 
square footage above what is allowed under current codes, 
increased height, and a variance that they don’t have to 
steep the building down towards the back of  the lot (as 
other buildings are required to do). Further, they are 
asking for several liquor licenses for sale of  alcohol in the 
yet-to-be-named ground floor leases.

Councilmember Koretz’s office has encouraged the 
developer to meet with local community groups to present 
their plans and, so far, this has not been done, despite over 
six months of  requests to the developer. Neighbors that 
are near this development should keep their eyes open in 
case the developer decides to NOT communicate with the 
neighborhood and instead sends limited written notices to 
neighboring properties. Our Association will continue our 
efforts to ask the developer to communicate with everyone 
and present their plans in atransparent and informed way.

Also planned for the same intersection, on the southwest 



6Westside Village Homeowners Association Winter 2019 – www.WestsideVillage.org

corner of  Palms and Sepulveda Blvds. where a gas station 
once was located, there will be a Starbucks built on the 
site. It will be a one-story building, offering drive-through 
service only. There will be no interior seating.

They will offer outside seating for walk-up orders and 
they will operate the same hours as the Coffee Bean 
and Tea Leaf  on the opposing corner. Entrance to the 
drive-through will be located on Palms and will exit onto 
Sepulveda, with right turns only allowed at the exit. 
There are also indications that several smaller apartment 
buildings on Palms Blvd. between Sepulveda and Overland 
are slated for demolition and, in their place, will rise multi-
story apartment buildings. So far no permits or plans have 
been brought to our Association for consideration and 
we’ll keep the community informed on our website of  any 
developments.

Community Plan (10-year update)
If  you are now getting the idea that development is 
coming to our neighborhood  — it is. And much more 
is planned. Pro-growth groups have been lobbying our 
Mayor and Planning Department to allow apartment 
buildings amongst and instead of  our single-family 
residences. Under new legislation proposed by California 
Representative Scott Weiner in Sacramento, it is proposed 
that all single-family residences within 1/2 mile of  
transportation points (such as the bus stops on Sepulveda, 
Palms and National which would encompass most of  
Westside Village) be allowed to be rebuilt, upon sale, as 
multi-family housing units (apartment buildings). If  you 
don’t want an apartment building sprouting up on the lot 
next to your house, it is imperative that everyone residing 
in this area stay abreast of  what is going on in Sacramento 
and the new Weiner Bill. 

Further, if  you want to have a say in growth in our 
area for the next decade, our area is now updating our 
Community Plan. The City of  Los Angeles is required 
to update Community Plans every 10 years and it’s an 
overdue update. The Mar Vista Community Council has a 
Community Plan committee that meets the third Tuesday 
of  the month at St. Andrews Church on National Blvd. 
that is soliciting input as they present our communities’ 
opinions and feedback about the Community Plan. The 
meeting date and times are available online at www.
MarVista.org, just click on the Community Plan Committee 
link. Our Community Plan will dictate what growth will 
be allowed and what it will look like for the next decade. It 
covers demands for infrastructure, community ambiance, 
zoning and design. 

I can’t stress how important it is to participate and be 
heard about what you do, and do not, like about what 
is going on in our neighborhood. There are also plans 
for additional outreach, including a possible Town Hall 
meeting with the Community Plan committee to give 
everyone a chance to submit input in this planning 
process. More details will be on our website when dates 
are announced. Also keep your eyes open for flyers that 

will be distributed to all residents soliciting feedback that 
can be filled out and returned for inclusion in the planning 
process.

If  you want further information about developments 
that are planned in our Mar Vista/Westside Village area 
everyone is encouraged to attend a Mar Vista Community 
Council Planning and Land Use Committee meeting. 
Again, meeting times, dates and agendas are posted on the 
marvista.org website. PLUM meetings are usually held on 
a Wednesday or Thursday evening, the first week of  every 
month, at Windward High School.

Westside Village Neighborhood 
Watch Wants YOU!

What is the best crime prevention tool around? A 
good neighbor! 

Neighborhood Watch is a crime prevention program 
which enlists the active participation of  citizens in 
cooperation with law enforcement to reduce crime in their 
communities. It involves: 

• Neighbors getting to know each other and working together 
in a program of  mutual assistance; 

• Citizens being trained to recognize and report suspicious 
activities in their neighborhoods; and 

• Implementation of  crime prevention techniques such as 
home security, Operation Identification (marking property 
with an identifying number such as drivers license as a 
means of  discouraging burglary and theft.), etc.

Why Neighborhood Watch? 
There can’t be a law enforcement officer on every corner, 
so citizen involvement is essential. 

• Providing extra eyes and ears for reporting crimes and 
helping neighbors.

• By cooperating with each other and the police, people can 
help fight crime in their community the most effective way — 
before it begins. 

Westside Village Neighborhood Watch 
Westside Village has an active Neighborhood Watch 
program, co-coordinated by long-time residents Guita 
Farin and David Graue, working with a team of  block 
captains. Ideally, every block in Westside Village will have 
a captain. Do you know your block captain? See the list of  
block captains by clicking the link on the Neighborhood 
Watch page of  the Westside Village website: https://www.
westsidevillage.org/neighborhood-watch/. 

If  your block needs a captain, please step up. We need 
YOU to participate! 

Block captains are essential components of  a strong 
Neighborhood Watch program, yet the time commitment 
and responsibilities are minimal. Primarily, they are 
responsible for relaying information to other residents on 
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their block. Three time a year, block captains deliver the 
WVHA newsletters to the front steps of  the homes on 
their block. And, four times a year, block captains attend a 
quarterly meeting of  all block captains in LAPD’s Pacific 
Division. Those division-wide meetings are held from 6:30-
8:00 p.m. on the second Thursday of  March, May, August, 
and November at the Pacific Division Police station at 12312 
Culver Blvd. (at Centinela) in the Roll Call Room. Police 
officers brief  block captains on the latest crime trends and 
prevention tips to pass along to their neighbors. That’s it!

Our Neighborhood Watch program not only helps 
Westside Village become safer and more secure but also 
brings neighbors closer together, with opportunities to 
rekindle the sense of  community that many areas of  the 
country have lost over the years. A strong, healthy, united 
community is one of  the strongest deterrents to crime. 
But it all has to start somewhere. It can start with you—
beginning today!

WVHA Neighborhood Watch  
contact information:
westsidevillagewatch@gmail.com

http://westsidevillagewatch.blogspot.com

www.facebook.com/WestsideVillageNeighborhoodWatch

Transportation Update
Ken Alpern, Board member Westside Village Homeowners 
Association and Mar Vista Community Council

Transportation and Planning are interrelated, so please 
read my friend and neighbor Stacy Shure’s article on 

developments. 

At a recent Community Plan update meeting, where the 
community was invited to comment on the long-overdue 
update on the Mar Vista-Palms-Del Rey Community 
Plan that addresses zoning and planning issues (density, 
single-family houses, parks/open space, etc.), there 
was a unanimous call for BOTH transit-oriented and 
car-oriented mobility. In other words, more bus/bike/
rail AND parking. The Westside Village Homeowners 
Association and the Mar Vista Community Council have 
regularly advocated for BOTH and will continue to do so. 
Please support us in these efforts and, if  so asked, attend 
future community meetings. 

On a somewhat related note, the Westside Village 
Homeowners Association and Mar Vista Community 
Council support the convenient but potentially-unsafe 
increased use of  dockless scooters (Bird, Lime, etc.) that 
we have seen proliferating throughout the city. In effect, 
we note that there is a considerable potential benefit 
in first/last-mile access to and from bus and rail transit 

W S A
Wynn Sawaii Aston

S o l u t i o n s  b y  C o l l a b o r a t i o n

Ron Wynn is...

Relax and Leave it to Ron!
Market analysis and strategy
Collaboration with trusted FaMily advisors
researCh For Possible tax savings and ways to Cut Costs
handyMan and Fix-uP assistanCe
PaCking and Moving assistanCe
landsCaPe FaCe-liFt and Coordination

staging Consultation and assistanCe
Furniture and Contents liquidation
reloCation assistanCe
ConCierge elite disCounts
bridge loans and equity advanCe
hauling and toxiC waste reMoval

Ron Wynn 310.963.9944
email: Ron@RonWynn.com   online: www.RonWynn.com

DRE#00420587

Case by Case Services are Provided at No Extra Cost

I Can Help You with Everything. You Make
All The Decisions, I Do ALL the Work! 

Full  Service    Real   Estate
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from these scooters, but there is also a proliferation of  
children and teens without helmets using these to access 
the neighborhood. The concept of  children (or even 
adults) riding what is the equivalent of  a less stable moped 
without a helmet is very concerning to us, as well the 
effect of  them providing obstacles on our sidewalks. It 
should be noted that all people under the age of  18 are 
required to wear helmets while riding these scooters. We 
are pushing for hospital and related data on urgent visits 
based on injuries from these dockless scooters, and desire 
both safety and reliable access to this new but potentially 
hazardous form of  transportation.

Expo Line ridership is very high, as was anticipated, and 
up to 70,000-80,000 or so riders/day use this light rail line 
during key weekdays due in part to congested commutes 
on the I-10 freeway. Issues of  access and safety to the 
Expo Line still exist, and a new City/LADOT-sponsored 
Microtransit service does not, in its current configuration, 
have quality access for all Westside Villagers to link a 
proposed van/shuttle service to the Palms Expo Line 
station. Needless to say, we will address that problem but, 
also needless to say, we need your support.

Across the 405 freeway in Mar Vista, the CD11 office of  
Councilmember Mike Bonin is proposing to move forward 
with the Venice Blvd. “road diet” despite decreased access 
to data and no community open forums as were promised 
for over a year. Many of  you have complained to us about 
this reconfiguration of  Venice Blvd., while others support 
it. This is an issue that the Westside Village Homeowners 
Association may or may not address, but the Mar Vista 
Community Council certainly will.

On a final note, the long- and often-discussed Valley-to-
Westside-to-LAX north-south rail line is being planned. 
As with the Expo Line and future Westside Subway under 
Wilshire Blvd., this is a major piece of  infrastructure 
that will accommodate hundreds of  thousands or more 
commuters each year when it is finished in future years or 
decades. With the concept of  a Wilshire Subway and LAX/
Metro Rail connection by 2022-23, and the awareness that 
our current Expo Line once was presumed would “never 
happen”, it’s urged that you take part in planning for this 
connecting north-south rail line.

The following meetings are planned for this project:
Westside
Wednesday, January 30, 2019: 6 – 8pm
Westwood Presbyterian Church, Hoffman Hall
10822 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90024 

San Fernando Valley
Saturday, February 2, 2019: 10  – 12pm
Marvin Braude Constituent Service Center
6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91401 

LAX Area
Tuesday, February 5, 2019: 6 – 8pm
Proud Bird Restaurant, Aviator Room
11022 Aviation Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90045

Please don’t let others make decisions on Transportation 
or related Planning issues without your input. We all 
are very busy, with families and school obligations and 
jobs, etc. Yet this is our neighborhood, and this is our 
community. One person can always make a difference…
and maybe that person is YOU. 

Money Matters
It’s time to pay your WVHA Annual Dues! Please use 
the envelope attached to this newsletter or pay online at 
https://www.westsidevillage.org/take-action/. 

For your annual dues of  just $20.00 per household you get:

• This newsletter, which keeps us informed of  local issues 
critical to maintaining our unique community;

• The WVHA website, www.westsidevillage.org, presenting 
information about our community including emergency 
contacts, safety tips, and the latest developments and 
upcoming programs in the neighborhood;

• The annual meeting where we hear from our City Council 
representatives, LAPD Senior Lead Officer, and other 
community organizations;

• The Annual Preparedness Fair, where we learn how 
to protect ourselves, our families, our homes, and our 
neighborhood in an emergency or disaster situation;

• Support for the Neighborhood Watch and its alerts of  
suspicious activity;

• Satisfaction in knowing that we are part of  an organization 
dedicated to improving the quality of  life in our 
neighborhood.

Please join and encourage your neighbors and new arrivals 
to join the WVHA. Your dues and donations allow us to 
expand our activities and make Westside Village an even 
better place to live. 

Please let us know what you think.

If  you wish to contribute to News and Views, please email us at  
board@westsidevillage.org Visit us at www.westsidevillage.org
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