
Annual Meeting Wrap-Up
by Brian Considine

The Annual Meeting of  the WVHA was held on
Tuesday, March ,  in the Community Hall of  
St. John’s Church. Brian Considine, President of  the
WVHA welcomed the members and gave an
overview of  the agenda of  the meeting. On it was
the evening’s speakers, the election of  officers, 
reports by other associations and remarks by City
Councilman Paul Koretz and LAPD Senior Lead 
Officer Juan Ceja.

Newly elected WVHA board members are Sean
Ahearn, Bill Pyne and Shelly Cole; re-elected were
current members Andy Comins, Roberta Schiller,
Donald Elliott Jr., and Carolyn Saltsman.

Sharon Commins, President of  the Mar Vista 
Community Council then spoke about her work 
to prevent the spread of  group homes into R-
neighborhoods due to the strain they put on 
parking, water and sewer services and general 

overcrowding. The Community Care Ordinance
(CCO) is getting a lot of  attention and this is an 
ongoing issue. She reminded us that the MVCC is a
part of  the city government with a mission of  solving
neighborhood problems and interfacing with the
city government. The MVCC has a Facebook page
and Sharon invited all MVCC residents (which we all
are) to contact her through the Facebook page.
Sharon also reported on the MVCC’s efforts to 
obtain a non-profit (c) status for the Historic Fire
House in Mar Vista so that it could be used as a
Community Center. Whole Foods has contributed
$, to this effort. Sharon was also happy to report
that during the past year,  new businesses have
opened on Venice Blvd. and that the Farmer’s 
Market has seen an increase in business. 

City Councilman Paul Koretz’s new Field Deputy
Tania Bradkin then addressed the meeting, pointing
out that Bentley Avenue had just been repaved and
that, due to the City Councilman’s very heavy 
caseload, she would be the best point of  first contact
for us if  we had any issues. Her email is tania.brad-
kin@lacity.org. A discussion of  the redevelopment 
of  Trader Joe’s followed her introduction. Several
residents voiced frustration about employees parking
on neighborhood streets and about the number of
parking spaces. Christopher Koontz, planning
deputy to Mr. Koretz joined Tania to clarify the 
situation and what could be done about it. Finally,
there was a discussion of  road repair and what the
possible solutions are as well as their costs.

Joyce Purcell gave a full financial report including 
an explanation of  the increase in dues and the 
significant amount the association pays annually for
liability insurance.

Ken Alpern, WVHA Board member and MVCC
Zone  (Westside Village) Representative addressed
his concerns, shared by most of  us, about the 
Casden Project at the corner of  Pico and Sepulveda.
This project threatens the neighborhood with 
overcrowding ( units), a loss of  parking for 
the Expo line, paralyzing traffic congestion and 
unhealthy living conditions for the residents due to
its proximity to the . Efforts to redesign this 
project as something manageable are ongoing and
every voice counts.
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Neighborhood Watch Co-chair Guita Farin and SLO
Juan Ceja reported on the recent crime statistics.
Guita reminded the membership about the website:
http://westsidevillagewatch.blogspot.com where there
is a link to crime mapping. Officer Ceja then pointed
out that our neighborhood exceeded the department’s
goal for crime reduction by % and that in the area
between National and Palms, there has been a %
reduction in crime. Additionally, Officer Ceja told us
that it is illegal for people to take recyclable materials
from the refuse bins and closed by repeating his 
invitation to have any of  us contact him at any time. 

City Councilman Paul Koretz started by reviewing
the year’s budget accomplishments. He has been
fighting proposals to reduce the LAFD’s budget by
$- and another to lay off  significant numbers
of  city staff. The Casden project is a serious concern
for Mr. Koretz as well. He shares the opinion of
many who feel that it is too dense and too tall. He
said that Mr. Casden has refused to negotiate and
that the neighborhood residents would have his full
support going forward to oppose this development.
There followed quite a few questions from the floor.

Valerie Fontaine spoke of  the importance of  the
CERT program and Victoria Wax spoke about her
work studying the urban red-tail hawks that have
been nesting at Selby and Queensland for several
years. 

Brian Considine concluded the meeting by thanking
his fellow Board members and by explaining that
our survey showed us that the Fall Festivals were not
meeting the needs of  all of  our members, but that
the next Festival will have more activities for adults.

“Know Your Neighbors” 
by Kristin Killey

Having spent much of  my childhood in the Midwest,
knowing your neighbors was as standard as brushing
your teeth. When we moved to Southern California,
my parents were surprised to find a very different
community culture. People were less likely to stop
by to introduce themselves to a new neighbor. 
Living in crowded Los Angeles, people come and 
go, many homes have both adults working, and 
bumping into neighbors doesn’t occur as organically
as it once did. 

One of  the strengths of  our Westside Village lies in
our desire to connect, despite challenges. The
Neighborhood Watch program has increased 
communication between neighbors and brought
people together. And, our Annual Meeting is 
another good opportunity for face-to-face 
communication. But, since people are using 
technology to connect on an ever-increasing basis—
and Facebook may not be everyone’s cup of  tea—

there may be another option worth exploring.
Nextdoor.com is a neighborhood-based social network.
I originally heard of  it through my parents who 
currently live up in the San Francisco area. They
have liked it and have connected with neighbors
about events, given things away, bought bikes from
neighbors for their visiting grandchildren, and 
generally kept informed about neighbor well-being.

Nextdoor’s site provides a house-by-house map of
member neighbors. Members can choose not to
have their names attached to their addresses. The
size of  the region considered your neighborhood is
limited.

Nextdoor.com keeps out interlopers by requiring new
members to prove that they actually live at their
claimed addresses, either by allowing a one-cent
transaction to be processed on a credit card tied to
the address, or by having a current local Nextdoor
member vouch for their identity. Members can 
either visit the site for updates or opt to have emails
sent to their preferred email account. Text messages
are also an option.

Although the service is free, the company plans on
bringing in revenue through local service and retail
ad sales. While you may cringe at the idea of  
advertising, the fact that the service plans to tie local
companies to local neighborhoods, local economies
stand to benefit. As homeowners, you know that a
thriving local economy and supporting local “mom
and pop” businesses have a positive impact on home
values. As a resident, you know that having a 
personal connection to local vendors, and residents
increases the feeling of  neighborhood and adds
value to your daily life.

Of  course, you can always stop by and say hi to your
neighbor, but if  that doesn’t work out, you might
meet some new neighbors and “bump into them”
on-line through Nextdoor.com. 

An Update On The Expo Line 
And The Casden Project 
by Ken Alpern

The Exposition Light Rail Line (Phase ) is set to
open in -, there are many issues surrounding
what sort of  land use will be established next to the
light rail line's stations as there are issues relating to
the construction of  the line itself.

As many of  you have seen, the bridges and stations
for Phase  of  the Expo Line are going up. Utilities
are being relocated, causing some local disruption,
and then by the end of  the year we should see some
track installation. Next year, the roads, stations, 
electrical systems and landscaping are anticipated.

If  things go to plan, the light rail line will open to
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Santa Monica in . There are some who are
legally fighting the light rail line's construction 
because of  traffic impacts, and are being heard by
the California Supreme Court, but the Court has not
halted construction during the hearings.

In particular, the proposed Casden Sepulveda 
project, proposed for construction at the old cement
factory site next to the future Exposition/Sepulveda
station, is critical to how the light rail line will 
benefit the Westside.

As proposed, the Casden Sepulveda project, to be
built between Exposition and Pico and Sepulveda, 
is currently planned to have approximately 
residential units and , square feet of  
commercial space (including a big box store), and is
drawing the ire of  every Westside Neighborhood
Council and homeowner association that has
weighed in on the project.

Residents who fought for the Expo Line—along
with those who opposed it—are uniting in their 
concerns about the effect this project will have on
our community and the “domino effect” it will have
on the neighborhoods on the Westside and further.
Twelve homeowner groups have voted in opposition
to this huge project that is estimated to increase car
trips by more than , per day! The groups 
(including your Westside Village Homeowners 
Association) are concerned that this project is too
large, too impacting on traffic, too tall (one of  the
proposed buildings is  stories!) and too car-oriented
rather than transit-oriented. The proximity of  the
project to the freeway is a considerable health issue to
prospective residents—including seniors and children.

Despite legal concerns from the City Attorney, and
the firm opposition of  both CD Councilmember
Paul Koretz and CD Councilmember Bill
Rosendahl, the City Planning Department and City
Planning Commission approved the project because
of  “overriding considerations” to benefit the City
with respect to economic development and 
affordable housing. It is estimated that ,
construction jobs will be created.

Tentatively, the project was to go before the City
Council on Wednesday, June th, but after strong
community and Westside Councilmember 
opposition, the developer asked for a postponement
on the City Council approval of  the project until
Tuesday, June th. Neighborhood Council and
homeowner association communications, meetings,
and collaborations have been intense in their united
opposition to the project as is.

Your Westside Village Homeowner Association
Board and your Mar Vista Community Council have
been strong and well-represented in the opposition
to this project, as they have with other issues and 
debates surrounding the Expo Line and adjacent
land use.

You will soon see “Stop the Casden Project” signs
around our Village as well as neighboring areas. It is
hoped that many of  our residents will participate in
letter-writing, phone calls, meetings, attendance at
City Council in order to stop a project that is so
large it threatens to significantly impact the quality
of  life and mobility in Westside Village.

We are saddened by the prospect that what we 
believed to be a traffic alleviating mass transit 
system may turn out to be a traffic nightmare. It is
hoped that a well-run and easily-accessible light rail
line will be created in the years to come, and that
land developed adjacent to the line will encourage
both rail usage as well as economic enhancement of
the greater region—including Westside Village.

Update…As of  this writing, we are working with our 
collaboration of  neighborhood groups toward a 
compromise on the Casden Project. Although it will 
still be larger than we have wished, we are aiming for 
additional mitigations that will make this project 
something we can all live with.

New Event for 
2013 WVHA Fall Festival 
By Andy Comins

As many of  you know, the WVHA Board recently
conducted a survey to ascertain the community’s
general sense of  the annual Fall Festival and most
importantly to gauge member attendance. Well, you
have spoken, and we are listening. 

The overwhelming consensus is that, though well 
intentioned, the festival is poorly attended by our
members and their families. Our analysis indicates
that the vast majority of  attendees are neighborhood
apartment dwellers and UCLA grad students with
their kids. We believe continuing to hold a festival
open to the wider community is an inappropriate
use of  member dues.

So, we are rethinking the concept of  the Fall “get 
together” and are in the early stages of  organizing a
Meet Your Neighbor event. The event would be
analogous to a block party for all ages, with pot luck
eats, perhaps organized by specific blocks; live music
or a local DJ ; casual games for adults and kids, 
including ping pong and badminton; bounce houses
(of  course); availability of  a shredding truck and/or
other service; perhaps even a book exchange. We
will hold the event on Saturday, October th on the
grounds of  St. John’s Church—with the event starting
mid to late afternoon to accommodate families with
kids playing soccer, etc. Please save the date!

Again, we are just now formulating the plan. Any
and all ideas and suggestions for artists, vendors, etc.
are solicited and welcome.

If  you have any thoughts or comments, please don’t
hesitate to contact Andy Comins at amcomins@yahoo.com.
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Wanted: Good Neighbors 
In Case Of Emergency 
by Valerie Fontaine

In the event of  a disaster such as a major earthquake,
first responders such as police, fire, and medical 
personnel will be completely overwhelmed. We 
will need to rely on each other and our supplies, 
knowledge, and organization for several days or
longer. Are you prepared?

For some Westside Village neighbors, the seven-
session Fire Department’s CERT (community 
emergency response team) training is too much 
of  a commitment. But, there is something you 
can do that requires less time and is right in your 
neighborhood. A brochure describing the 
Neighborhood Team Program (NTP) was delivered

to you along
with this
newsletter. 

Like our 
outstanding
Neighborhood
Watch 
Program, we are
looking for good
neighbors, of
any fitness level,
to join with local
CERT-trained 
volunteers and
form teams. In

periodic trainings, you will learn personal, family,
and small group preparedness techniques. In 
addition to preparing your home and assembling
supplies, you will learn the necessary basics of
search and report, light search and rescue, damage
assessment, communications and field-level medical
treatment. Training is adapted to the needs and 
circumstances of  each particular team and improves
preparedness and response right where you need
it—in your neighborhood. So, you’ll be ready when
you need it.

Are you a good neighbor? To volunteer or for more
information, contact Valerie Fontaine at 
westsidevillagentp@gmail.com or visit www.ntp-la.com.

Does Westside Village Want 
High-Powered Leaf Blowers? 
By Jim Everett

Every week, gasoline-powered backpack leaf  blowers
roar away, kicking up dust particles all around our
neighborhood. In fact, all of  Los Angeles is subject to
the dust pollution, and invasive noise of these machines.

The City recognizes the negative impact, and has an
ordinance banning gasoline-powered leaf  blowers,
citing the reason as the respiratory problems they
cause. There are heavy fines in this ordinance. Yet,
in spite of  all the good reasons for banning them,
the law is rarely enforced. 

The irony is that many workers use these machines
to blow road debris away from their client road
frontage onto the neighbor’s. The neighbor’s worker
then blows it back. Leaf  blowers are often not as 
efficient as rakes and brooms. Workers can be seen
blowing bare earth and roads. Watch one with the
early morning sun behind, and you can see the 
billowing clouds of  these dangerous particulates 
becoming airborne. 

And on top of  all the deadly pollution, the noise
level that the larger more powerful backpacks make
is many times over the city noise-limit guidelines,
and are so loud as to prevent normal conversation
for anyone within  ft. The city has an ordinance
that clearly states any powered hand tool must not
be audible at  ft.

Los Angeles has been written up as one of  the worst
cities in the nation for the leaf  blower nuisance. And
many people across Los Angeles are deeply unhappy
with the noise and the health risks from the dust
they create.

Perhaps Westside Village can set an example, by 
voluntarily prohibiting gardeners from using 
backpack blowers, and at least limiting use to
smaller handheld, less powerful units, that still 
perform the task of  getting leaves out of  difficult
areas. Could we also voluntarily prohibit the use of
leaf  blowers on streets in moving large piles of
leaves and blowing dusty roads and unpaved areas?

Homeowners are the clients. They can simply tell
their gardeners to stop using backpacks. Gardeners
may complain and say they need them to do their
job. But there have been competitions that pitted
leaf  blowers against rakes and brooms. The rakes
and brooms won. They just take a bit more effort
than strolling around waving a blower wand at the
ground.

Let’s do something to make the air a little cleaner
for little kids and the elderly, and bring a few more
peaceful days back to Westside Village

Welcoming A New Business To Our
Village: Nails 21 
by Roberta Schiller

In October , “Nails ” owner Nicole Alfeazi
opened her nail salon at the Vons/CVS shopping
center at National and Sepulveda. Nicole chose
Westside Village because she viewed our 

For  more information about
CERT and your NTP, go to 

www.cert-la.com 
or contact your battalion coordinator: 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
is the most important thing people can do
to survive the days following a disaster.

Be sure to have sufficient food, water and
other supplies on hand and readily available. 

We’re looking for a 
few good neighbors.

Community preparedness
with CERT and your NTP NEIGHBORHOOD

EMERGENCY TEAM
NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS

“Taking the CERT course and joining my Neighborhood
Emergency Team is the best thing I’ve done for myself, my
family and my community, in years.”  – Lorelei Shark

“Thanks to the CERT program, I have been successful in forming
our own Emergency Team at work.” – Leslie Donovan

“Knowledge is power and this valuable knowledge is free.  I’m
thrilled that I discovered this wonderful program and the people
involved in it.  I am now prepared for any disaster”  – Bob Gold 

“When my neighbor’s apartment caught fire, I used my training
to help my neighbors, until the fire department got there.  My
CERT classes helped save lives.”  – Julio Garcia

Join Your 
Neighborhood

Emergency Team.
Maintain a one week supply
of food & water for your
family and pets.

One gallon 
of water, per
person, per day.

NEXT TO YOUR BED:
Keep a hard hat 

headlamp or 
flashlight 

basic first-aid kit 

thick 
soled 
shoes 

goggles 

ABC fire extinguisher 

weather
appropriate 
jacket  

Canned goods,  grains, nuts,
camping food & rations, 
dried fruit, 
energy bars,

pet food
and
baby food

Valerie Fontaine,
Westside Village NTP Leader 
CERT-Community Emergency Response Team

contact via email: westsidevillageNTP@gmail.com
website:  www.ntp-la.com

Printed as a community service by
Westside Village Homeowners Association
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neighborhood as friendly and community-oriented
and the site as an excellent venue with plenty of
available free parking for her customers.

Since arriving, Nicole has worked to get to know the
neighbors by participating in local fundraisers at
Clover Avenue Elementary School, Notre Dame
Academy and her salon is on the Palms Middle
School saver card. She has also used all of  the social
media to increase her business—Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram; she has received rave reviews on Yelp and
has done flyers, mailers and ads with Albertsons. 

The advertising and community participation has
been successful at getting new clients—but the 
success of  this salon can be found in the repeat 
customers. The shop is immaculate and the 
employees friendly and polite. Manicure and 
pedicure customers love the fact that the instruments
used are cleaned and then autoclaved—the sterilized
instruments are then individually packaged and
opened in front of  the client. Other items, such as
buffers and nail files are single use and brand-new
for each client. If  you decide to get a pedicure at the
last minute and are wearing closed shoes, don’t
worry: Nicole provides free plastic slippers that you
can wear home. 

When asked about some of  the difficulties in starting a
business in Westside Village, Nicole said the most
problematic has been getting weekday clients—she
realizes that this is a working class neighborhood
and the weekends are much busier than weekdays.
With hard work and a great attitude, the business is
steadily growing. Nicole’s suggestion to those 
interested in opening their own new business: “open
it with joy and happiness, love what you are doing
and help the community – get involved with other
businesses and you will have mutual success!”

Nails  (Nails XXI) is located at  ½ Sepulveda,
open Tuesday through Saturday, phone --.
Of  course, both men and women are welcome at
this lovely new addition to our neighborhood!

A Westside Village Resident 
of 68 Years Reminisces 
by Hans Schneider

Hello! My name is Hans Schneider, and I have lived
at the same address on Kelton Ave since . Not at
the same house however, because the original one
was razed, and the existing one built in . 

The odds are that you would not know nor 
recognize me were you to see me, but I'll bet that
you would recognize my car! I drive a somewhat
rusty  Studebaker station wagon—perhaps you
may have seen it sometime driving around the area.
It was bought from my neighbor back in  for
$., and I have been driving it ever since. It is the

only car I have ever owned, and it has been all over
the U.S. It’s racked up ,miles and it still runs
fine. 

I was asked if  I would write a short piece, giving
those who might be new to the area some idea of
local history, and perhaps some insight into the life
style that used to be. So, the following is a look at
the local past. A short egocentric look backwards, to
the days that were. 

My parents moved to this area in . My Dad
bought the address on Kelton for about $..
Back then that was some money. 

There was very little in the way of  development
then. The area had originally been a large earthen
dam which was built to handle the runoff  from the
Santa Monica Mountains. The Army Corps of  
Engineers demolished it when other drain systems
where put in place, and an opening was made on the
south end between the hills which form each side of
Kelton Ave. 

The land was then subdivided and the lots sold. I 
remember that we only had a few neighbors then,
and we all knew one another. The streets had no
curbs, just gutters formed by the street pavement
curving upward on each side. And since there was
no drainage in place they always flowed with water. 

We kids found that to be to our advantage, because
there was a lot of  dirt around and we would build a
large horseshoe shaped dam to hold the water back
complete with spillways and openings. It was great
fun and occupied us for hours.

We were aided in our efforts by the judicious use of
two things we found in the streets. The first were
the discarded sticks from ice cream bars that the ice
cream man would sell, and the second were the 
broken steel bristles from the street sweeping 
machine brushes.

And speaking of  ice cream men, there were two
companies vying for our business. The Good
Humor man was the more expensive of  the two. 
An independent operator whose name was Len, 
and who drove a blue Chevy truck with an insulated
box on the back was the other. Len had the best
Root Beer Bars in the city, and I would buy one
whenever I could afford it.

Ice cream was not the only thing that came in
trucks. Our bread was delivered by the little blue
and yellow vans from the Helms Bakery on Venice.
The bread was always still warm, and the truck had
beautiful wooden drawers inside which pulled out
and carried everything from bread to rolls to donuts.
I can still smell that wonderful fragrance! And milk
also came to us via home delivery. It was either from
Edgemar or Carnation, the two companies which
serviced the West Side. 
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The milk came in square glass bottles, which had a
large bulb near the top. That contained the cream
which floated atop the milk. My Mom would pour
off  what she needed of  cream for the day, and shake
the bottle to blend the remaining cream with the
milk. It was very rich milk, without hormones or
chemicals in it. It was great!

The milkman also brought things like cottage
cheese and butter. My Mom would leave a note
along with the empty bottles and the next day the
ordered products would be waiting at the front
door.

There were also a lot of  trees then which are gone
today. There was a large pepper tree right by the
street at my house, and next to it a grove of  bamboo. 

There was a big olive tree two houses north of  me,
and a big tree just around the corner on Elenda. Of
course we all climbed the trees, it was something
that all kids just did. No one would scold us for
doing it, kids were expected to climb trees, and the
owners all let us. But the understanding was clear: if
we fell out of  a tree, it was our own problem. I 
remember falling out of  the olive tree one day and
knocking the wind out of  myself. It was all I could
do to lie there and gasp. 

No one thought anything of  such things then, we all
survived. I remember running over my neighbor’s
driveway and tripping over a large rock they had
there. I broke my collar bone. Tough! No lawyers
then, no lawsuits. Every parent took care of  their
own kids. 

I would park my bike down by the street because it
was more convenient to leave it there. No one 
bothered it. My Dad would leave his car keys in the
ignition and the house would be unlocked most of
the time when we went somewhere. We all 
respected one another’s property.

When I was quite young I received my first bicycle
—a red and white JC Higgins. My first set of  wheels!
Coaster brakes and one speed. But it meant freedom!
I could finally get around.

As time passed and I got older I was given an old
Packard bike. It was very heavy and very sturdy. By
then I was old enough to really cover some distance.
And I did! Parents did not worry about their children
riding around then because there was hardly any
traffic. We almost had the streets to ourselves.

So, what was the neighborhood like? Behind my
house there is a hill. Today it is covered with 
expensive homes, but back then the entire top of  the
hill was land owned by a sanitarium for mental 
patients. It had a water tower atop heavy wooden
beams, and the more daring kids would climb the
fence, and climb up to the tank where they would
write their names with a crayon. (Spray paints had
not been invented yet).

At the corner of  Westwood and National stood
three gas stations. On the northwest corner was a
small Texaco station where the donut shop is today.
Across the street, on the northeast corner was a
Shell station. And where the parking lot is today for
Trader Joe’s there was a Standard station. And they
were all busy. Gas was  cents a gallon back then
and all stations were full service.

Going West along Queensland one would arrive at
the creek. Today it is a concrete channel, but in
those days it really was a creek, with water flowing
all the time and rushes and bamboo growing along
the sides. We would watch the frogs and polywogs
play, it was great fun.

Clover Avenue school was brand new then. I was a
member of  the first class to attend. Just to the south
of  Clover was a farmer’s field. He had an old John
Deere tractor and we were careful not to walk on
his land. Further south was all open land.

Across Sepulveda there was also a lot of  open land.
There were a few apartments and some university
housing, but most of  the land remained undeveloped.
Of  course there were no freeways here then either.
The  and the  were not dreamed of  yet. One
could almost see all the way to the ocean. But the
area next to National was developed. 

There were two markets back then. Where Ross
Dress for Less stands today there was a Ralphs 
market. Across Sepulveda from that market there
was Raths; our family shopped there.

Immediately south of  Ralphs was a very interesting
store named The Akron which sold all manner of
things. Most of  them were imported, a unique 
concept back then when everything was American
made.

Next to Raths was a Sav-On drug store. It sat right
on the corner. Both those businesses were directly
along Sepulveda, with the parking lots behind the
stores. Just the opposite of  how it is today.

Sav-On was a wonderful place! It had an ice cream
counter along the North wall just as one entered the
store. A girl behind the counter would hand pack
cones from the bottom up, no empty space! And the
top would be a truly large ball of  ice cream. They
carried the Carnation brand, and it was wonderful.
The cost for a single scoop was five cents. 

Directly in front of  the door there was a huge candy
counter. Every imaginably kind of  candy was for
sale. Candy bars were five cents each or two for
eight cents. And those were large bars, not the half
size we see today.

Going west on National one would reach Santa
Monica Airport; back then it was called Clover Field.
Douglas Aircraft had their plant there, and it was
huge. They built the famous line of  commercial
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planes there, from the DC- on to the DC- which
was a huge four engine passenger aircraft. 

The plant had a steam whistle that would blow to
signify shift changes and break times. It was loud,
and could be heard as far away as downtown!

The airport had two runways then, and an old 
control tower up on wooden pylons. When one of
the completed planes took off  it would shake the
house, all the dishes in the cabinets would rattle and
so would the windows. Today people talk about
noise from the airport. They have no clue what real
aircraft noise was!

The Douglas plant worked three shifts, and was a
huge contributor to the local economy. When the
DC- was designed, one of  the first jet passenger 
aircraft, the city ordered Douglas to move, and we
lost that business forever.

Going south on Sepulveda there was a huge trailer
park where the apartments stand today on the East
side of  the street starting just south of  Charnock.
The lots sloped along with the shape of  the hill,
with each trailer being a little lower as one moved
south.

I know because I had a paper route then. And as
luck would have it I had a customer at the very
south end of  that park and so I had to ride up Sepul-
veda twice. Fortunately that came toward the end of
my route when I was running light.

Many kids had paper routes back then, it was how
we earned some money. In my case I also cleaned
houses and mowed lawns which helped a lot. I got
twenty five cents an hour to clean and fifty cents to
do the yards. 

The paper route was more fun than cleaning houses.
We would meet at the northwest corner of  Rose
and Overland at 4:00 AM every morning, seven days
a week. If  it rained we met in the garage of  one of
the other boys.

Around : a truck would come by and drop off  the
bundles of  papers. The route master was named Mr.
Ozborne, and he drove a black Corvette and was a
no-nonsense man. He would ask us if  we had any
problems or issues before leaving. After that we
were on our own.

Back then LA had three daily papers. The Times, the
Herald Express and the Examiner. We had the best
comics of  any paper. Bringing up Father, Blondie,
Beetle Bailey, and many more. But we had to read
them fast while we folded, because we were not
given a paper for ourselves, the count was exact and
everyone we got had to be delivered. Eventually the
Herald Express and the Examiner merged and became
the Herald Examiner. They specialized in local news
and covered every issue that happened at City Hall.
Nothing escaped them about local politics. In time

the unions broke them and the Times became the
only paper in LA.

My papers filled four large canvas carrier bags.
When I started moving, look out, I was not going to
stop! I would throw the papers onto the front yard
of  each house. The only exceptions were certain
homes where we had to porch the paper, and the
apartments along Rose (one of  only two), where I
had to carry the papers up three floors to each 
apartment that got one.

If  the weather was wet we would wrap each paper
in yellow waxed paper. There were no plastic bags,
they had not been invented yet. No one bothered us
as we rode the dark streets back then. But I do recall
one morning when I was chased by a large black
dog. I wound up spilling papers all over the street.
Not a good morning to say the least!

And the streets were a little different back then.
Palms Blvd. was a two lane street as was Overland
Avenue. And Overland hill was really steep! They
had not cut it down yet. So it was really a tough hill
to climb on a bike, but was it ever fun coming down!

Please let us know what you think. 
If  you wish to contribute to News and Views,
please email us at westsidevillageboard@yahoo.com
Visit us at www.westsidevillage.org
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There was a big green metal sign which hung over
the intersection of  Motor and National which said
“PALMS” on both sides in large letters. Each letter
was outlined by screw in light bulbs which were
lighted every night. It looked great!

Where National turns right just east of  Motor there
was a Texaco gas station where the recycling 
business stands today, and next to that a lumber
yard. And further around the corner was the Tootsie
Roll plant. And it smelled wonderful all the time!
Next to the now abandoned fire department station
was a diner right on the curb called the Delta
Diner—it catered to the folks who worked at the
candy plant.

The railroad serviced all the small industries along
its line in those days and the Tootsie Roll plant
would receive tank cars full of  molasses. Because
that product was slow to drain, especially when the
weather was cold, the plant would connect steam
lines to the tank cars and heat them to aid the flow.
The lines leaked, and the cars were always 
enveloped in a cloud of  steam which had the most
wonderful smell! We kids used to ride our bikes into
the cloud and just take in the scent. 

By that time I was going to school, and that is an
issue in itself. Perhaps I will write another 

installment one day and chronicle what the schools
were like back then.

I hope this gives you some idea of  the rich history of
the Westside. It is, and has always been, a wonderful
place to live. Meanwhile, please drive carefully.
Those streets have been around for a long time and
were not designed for speeding!

Westside Village News and Views
Now Accepting Ads 
The Westside Village Homeowners Association has
opened its newsletter to a limited number of  ads. If
you want to reach a great bunch of  people in a 
fantastic neighborhood, please contact Donald 
Elliott at don@digitology.com for available ad 
sizes and rates.

June  –  Page  Westside Village Homeowners Association – www.westsidevillage.org 

Courtney Mono, Realtor

310.820.6651 Office � 310.963.1418 Cell � 310.820.1457 Fax
courtney.mono@coldwellbanker.com

DRE#01907206

A FRESH approach to real estate!
I am a REALTOR who specializes in residen"al property in Palms/Mar Vista. My
real edge is my ability to make connec"ons, based on my life"me knowledge of
the area and showing my commitment and integrity to my clients. Whether you
are buying, selling or just need friendly advice feel free to call me. I will take you
step by step in the purchase or sale of a home.

Expect the BEST from a REALTOR you trust. Live Happy and Embrace Change!

Sincerely,
Courtney Mono

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.
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